Proverbs 13:20 (ESV)
"Whoever walks with the wise becomes wise, 
but the companion of fools will suffer harm."
The People Around You Are Shaping You
Main Idea: The people we spend time with influence the direction and outcome of our lives, like it or not!
Solomon is teaching a simple but powerful truth:
Wisdom is contagious.
Foolishness is contagious.
You will become more like the people you regularly walk with.
️Introduction
Imagine two hikers starting down different trails.
One trail leads toward a beautiful mountain overlook.
The other leads toward a dangerous cliff.
At first, the paths may look similar. Both groups are walking. Both are moving. Both seem fine.
But eventually, the destination reveals the difference.
That’s Solomon's point.
The people you walk with today help determine where you arrive tomorrow.
Reading the Proverb
‍️‍➡️"Whoever walks with the wise..."
The word "walks" implies more than casual contact.
It describes:
· Daily association
· Close friendship
· Shared direction
· Ongoing influence
Solomon isn’t talking about merely knowing wise people.
He’s talking about traveling through life with them.
️Ancient Context
In Solomon's day:
· Most learning happened through relationships
· Trades were learned through apprenticeships
· Wisdom was passed from older generations to younger generations
· Character was formed through community
The people around you had tremendous influence over who you became.
The same remains true today.
"...becomes wise"
Notice Solomon doesn’t say:
· "might become wise"
· "could become wise"
He says, "becomes wise."
Wisdom will grow through exposure.
When we spend time around wise people, we begin to learn:
· How they think
· How they solve problems
· How they respond to hardship
· How they treat others
· How they follow God
Their wisdom slowly rubs off on us.
"...but the companion of fools..."
A companion is someone closely associated with another person.
Again, Solomon is speaking of close relationships.
A fool in Proverbs isn’t merely someone with low intelligence.
The Biblical Fool is someone who:
· Rejects God's wisdom
· Refuses correction
· Trusts himself above Scripture
· Lives for the moment
· Ignores consequences
· Chooses sin over obedience
A fool can be:
· Educated
· Successful
· Wealthy
· Popular
Yet still be a fool before God.
"...will suffer harm"
Notice the contrast.
The wise person gains wisdom.
The companion of fools will be hurt.
Solomon doesn’t say the fool merely makes bad choices (they do).
He says those who walk closely with fools eventually will suffer harm.
Why?
Because foolish decisions create real consequences.
Looking at Ancient and Modern Culture
Similarity #1
Both Cultures Learn Through Relationships
Ancient World:
· Learning happened face-to-face.
Modern World:
· We still learn from those around us (more and more screen to face...).
Application:
You are being discipled by someone (somewhere).
Similarity #2
Both Cultures Experience Peer Pressure
Ancient World:
· Friends influenced beliefs and behavior.
Modern World:
· Friends, coworkers, classmates, and online communities influence us daily.
Application:
Influence hasn’t disappeared.
It has multiplied.
Difference #1
Modern Influence Never Sleeps
Ancient World:
· Influence was mostly local.
Modern World:
· Social media follows us everywhere.
Application:
You may spend more time with online voices than real people.
Difference #2
We Can Choose Influences From Anywhere
Ancient World:
· Most people only knew those nearby.
Modern World:
· We can learn from wise believers around the world.
Application:
Technology can spread wisdom or foolishness.
Difference #3
Celebrity Culture Magnifies Influence
Ancient World:
· Most people were influenced by family and community.
Modern World:
· Millions follow celebrities, athletes, influencers, and entertainers.
Application:
Popularity is not the same as wisdom.
Comparison Exercise
Walking With the Wise
Wise people typically:
· Love God's Word
· Accept correction
· Think long-term
· Speak the truth
· Practice humility
· Show self-control
· Pursue holiness
Result:
Growth and maturity.
Walking With Fools
Foolish people typically:
· Mock biblical truth
· Resist correction
· Live for pleasure
· Follow emotions
· Encourage compromise
· Ignore consequences
· Minimize sin
Result:
Damage and regret.
New Testament Connections
Jesus Chose Wise Companionship
Jesus spent time with sinners to reach them.
But His closest companions were disciples being trained in the truth.
He influenced others rather than being influenced by sin.
Paul Warns About Bad Company
"Do not be deceived: 'Bad company ruins good morals.'" (1 Corinthians 15:33)
Paul is essentially restating Proverbs 13:20.
The people around you matter.
The Church Is Designed For This Purpose
God never intended believers to grow alone.
The church provides:
· Encouragement
· Accountability
· Wisdom
· Correction
· Spiritual growth
Healthy relationships help believers become wise.
Modern Applications
1. Evaluate Your Closest Influences
Ask:
· Who has my ear?
· Who shapes my thinking?
· Who affects my decisions?
2. Examine Your Media Diet
Consider:
· Podcasts
· YouTube channels
· News sources
· Social media
· Entertainment
These voices influence us daily.
3. Seek Out Wise Believers
Look for people who:
· Know Scripture
· Walk humbly with God
· Have endured trials faithfully
· Display spiritual maturity
Spend time with them.
Ask questions.
Learn from them.
4. Become the Wise Companion
The goal isn’t merely finding wise friends.
The goal is becoming one.
Others should benefit from walking with us.

Discussion Questions
Observation
1. What does Solomon mean by "walks with the wise"?
2. What is the difference between wisdom and intelligence?
3. How does Proverbs define a fool?
Interpretation
4. Why do relationships have such a powerful influence on us?
5. Why do you think Solomon gives such certainty in this proverb?
Application
6. Who has influenced your spiritual growth the most?
7. What voices influence you every day?
8. Are there any relationships that regularly pull you away from Christ?
9. How can you intentionally seek wise companionship this week?
Final Challenge
This proverb forces us to ask:
Who am I becoming because of the people I walk with?
Wisdom rarely appears suddenly.
It is usually learned through years of walking alongside godly people.
Likewise, spiritual decline rarely happens overnight.
It often begins by choosing companions who lead us away from God's wisdom.
Choose your companions carefully.
Your future is often walking beside you today.
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