Titus
Sound Doctrine Producing Godly Living
Introduction
The book of Titus is one of Paul's Pastoral Epistles, written to Titus, a trusted coworker serving on the island of Crete. While 1 Timothy focuses on church order and 2 Timothy emphasizes enduring faithfulness, Titus highlights the connection between sound doctrine and godly living.
The churches in Crete faced many challenges. False teachers were causing confusion, ungodly behavior was common, and strong leadership was needed. Paul instructs Titus to establish qualified leaders, confront error, and teach believers how the gospel transforms everyday life.
A key theme appears throughout the letter:
"But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine." (Titus 2:1)
Titus reminds us that genuine faith affects every area of life. Right belief should lead to right living. The gospel not only saves us; it teaches us how to live.
Chapter 1 — Establish Godly Leadership
Main Emphasis: Sound churches require godly leaders.
Key Points
· Paul introduces himself as a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.
· Titus is left in Crete to organize the churches.
· Elders are to be appointed in every town.
· Church leaders must demonstrate godly character.
· Elders must hold firmly to sound doctrine.
· False teachers are actively deceiving people.
· False teaching often disrupts entire families.
· Leaders must both encourage truth and refute error.
Key Lesson: Healthy churches are built upon godly leadership and sound doctrine.
Chapter 2 — Teach Sound Doctrine
Main Emphasis: Sound doctrine produces godly living.
Key Points
· Older men are called to maturity and self-control.
· Older women are called to model godliness.
· Older women are to teach younger women.
· Younger men are urged toward self-control.
· Titus is to be an example in speech and conduct.
· Servants are to honor Christ through faithful service.
· God's grace trains believers to reject ungodliness.
· Christians are called to live godly lives while awaiting Christ's return.
Key Lesson: The gospel transforms every age group and every area of life.
Chapter 3 — Live Out the Gospel
Main Emphasis: Believers should display the transforming power of grace.
Key Points
· Christians should respect governing authorities.
· Believers are to be ready for every good work.
· Christians should demonstrate gentleness and humility.
· Paul reminds believers of their former sinful condition.
· Salvation comes through God's mercy, not our works.
· Believers are washed, renewed, and justified by grace.
· Good works are the fruit of salvation.
· Foolish controversies and divisive teaching should be avoided.
· Persistent divisive people should be confronted.
Key Lesson: Saved people should demonstrate the reality of grace through good works.
Major Themes of Titus
· Sound Doctrine
· Truth must be clearly taught and defended.
· Godly Leadership
· Church leaders must model biblical character.
· Good Works
· Faith should produce visible obedience.
· God's Grace
· Salvation comes through God's mercy alone.
· Christian Character
· The gospel transforms everyday behavior.
· Hope of Christ's Return
· Believers live in anticipation of Christ's appearing.
The Relationship Between Doctrine and Living
One of the unique features of Titus is the repeated connection between belief and behavior.
Sound Doctrine Leads To:
· Godly character
· Healthy families
· Faithful leadership
· Good works
· Christian witness
· Church unity
False Doctrine Leads To:
· Confusion
· Division
· Ungodly living
· Spiritual instability
· Damaged testimony
Big Idea
What we believe eventually shapes how we live.
Conclusion
The message of Titus is simple but powerful: the gospel changes people.
Paul repeatedly shows that Christianity isn’t merely a set of beliefs to affirm but a life to be lived. Sound doctrine and godly living belong together. Truth should shape our character, influence our relationships, guide our conduct, and motivate our service.
Titus challenges every church to ask:
· Are we teaching sound doctrine?
· Are our leaders modeling godly character?
· Are believers growing in good works?
· Does our conduct reflect the gospel we proclaim?
The grace that saves us is also the grace that transforms us.
As followers of Christ, we are called to be a people who not only believe the truth but also display its power in everyday life.
"Our people must learn to devote themselves to good works." (Titus 3:14)

