Matthew 9:1–8
The Authority to Forgive Sins
Kids Lesson (Ages 3–8)

Opening Prayer
Dear Jesus,
Thank You for loving us so much. Thank You for forgiving our sins and making us clean inside. Help us listen carefully today and learn how much You love us. Help us trust You and follow You every day.
Amen.

Simple Song
"Jesus Forgives Me"
(Tune: "Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star")
Jesus loves me, this I know,
He forgives and helps me grow.
When I sin and do what's wrong,
Jesus loves me all day long.
He can wash my heart so clean,
Best Savior there's ever been!
Jesus loves me, this I know,
He forgives and helps me grow.
(repeat as needed)
Bible Story - The Friends Who Wouldn't Give Up
One day Jesus was teaching inside a crowded house. People came from all around to hear Him speak. The room was packed. There wasn't even room near the door.
Far away, a man who could not walk was lying on a mat. He wanted to see Jesus, but he couldn't get there by himself.
Thankfully, he had four good friends.
His friends knew Jesus could help. So, they picked up the man's mat and carried him all the way to the house where Jesus was teaching.
When they arrived, they saw the huge crowd.
"Oh no!" they might have said. "We can't get inside!"
Most people would have gone home. But not these friends.
They loved their friend too much to quit.
They climbed up onto the roof. Carefully, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus. Then they lowered their friend down right in front of Him.
Everyone stopped and stared. Can you imagine being there?
The man on the mat looked up at Jesus.
Jesus saw something special. He saw the faith of the man and his friends.
Then Jesus said something surprising.
"Take heart, my son; your sins are forgiven."
The people listening were shocked.
Some of the religious leaders thought, "Only God can forgive sins!"
Jesus knew exactly what they were thinking.
To show everyone who He really was, Jesus said to the man,
"Rise, pick up your bed and go home."
Immediately the man stood up!
His legs worked!
His feet worked!
His body was completely healed!
He picked up his mat and walked home.
The crowd was amazed. They praised God because they had seen Jesus do something only God could do.
Jesus didn't just heal the man's body.
Jesus forgave his sins.
That was even more important.
Sometimes we worry about scraped knees, sickness, or problems around us. But our biggest problem is sin.
Sin is when we disobey God.
The good news is that Jesus came to forgive sins.
When we trust Him, He forgives us and makes us part of God's family.
Jesus has the authority to heal.
Jesus has the authority to teach.
And Jesus has the authority to forgive sins.
That's why Jesus is the Savior we need.



Object Lesson
Dirty Hands and Clean Hands
Supplies:
· A little dirt, washable marker, or chocolate syrup
· Wet wipes or soap and water
Activity:
Put a little dirt or marker on one hand.
Ask: "Would you want dirty hands when it's time to eat?"
Let the children answer.
Try wiping with a dry paper towel.
Ask: "Did that clean it completely?"
Then use a wet wipe or soap and water.
Show how the dirt comes off.
Explain: "Sin makes our hearts dirty before God. We can't clean away sin by ourselves. Only Jesus can forgive our sins and make us clean."

Closing Prayer
Dear Jesus,
Thank You for loving us. Thank You for dying for our sins and forgiving us. Help us trust You like the man and his friends trusted You. Help us obey You and tell others about You. Amen.
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