Matthew 9:14–17 Kids Lesson (Ages 3–8)
The New Can't Be Contained in the Old
Main Truth:
Jesus did not come to make our old hearts a little better. He came to give us new hearts and new life!

Opening Prayer
Dear Jesus,
Thank You for loving us so much. Thank You for coming to save us and make us new. Help us learn from Your Word today. Open our ears to hear, our minds to understand, and our hearts to love You more.
In Jesus' name, Amen.

Simple Song
"I've Got the Joy, Joy, Joy, Joy"
I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy
Down in my heart!
Down in my heart!
Down in my heart!
I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy
Down in my heart!
Down in my heart to stay!
(repeat as needed)

Message (kid can read)
Have you ever gotten a brand-new toy? Maybe a shiny new ball or a new stuffed animal. New things are exciting!
One day, some people asked Jesus why His followers did things differently than other religious people. Jesus answered by telling them a story about old clothes and old wineskins.
He said you do not put a new patch on an old piece of clothing because it will tear. And you do not put new wine into old wineskins because they will burst.
What did Jesus mean?
Jesus was teaching something very important. He did not come to simply fix our old, sinful hearts. He came to make us completely new!
The Bible says that all of us are sinners. We do wrong things. We disobey. We get angry. We tell lies. Our old hearts need more than a little cleaning.
Jesus came to forgive our sins and give us new life.
When someone trusts in Jesus, God makes them a new person on the inside. We begin to love God. We want to obey Him. We learn to follow Him.
That is why the Bible says:
"If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation." (2 Corinthians 5:17)
Jesus changes us from the inside out.
A caterpillar turns into a butterfly. It is not just a better caterpillar—it is something completely new!
That is what Jesus does for us. He gives us a new heart and a new life.
So today remember:
Jesus doesn't just make bad people a little better. Jesus makes sinners brand new!
Object Lesson: New Cup, Old Cup
Supplies:
· One clean cup
· One dirty cup
· A pitcher of water
Show the old dirty cup.
Ask:
"Would you want to drink from this old dirty cup?"
(Children answer: No!)
Then show the clean cup.
Ask:
"Which cup should we use?"
Explain:
Our hearts are like that dirty cup because of sin. Jesus doesn't simply put something good into a dirty heart and leave it that way. He cleans us and gives us a brand-new heart that wants to love Him.
Pour the water into the clean cup.
Say:
"Jesus gives us new life because only a new heart can truly follow Him."





️Simple Activity
Butterfly Craft
Supplies:
· Paper butterfly outline
· Crayons
· Stickers
On one side write:
Old Life
On the other side write:
New Life in Jesus
As the children color, remind them:
"A butterfly changes into something new, and Jesus changes us into new creations too."
❓Review Questions
1. Who was teaching the people?
Jesus
2. What did Jesus talk about?
Old clothes and old wineskins.
3. Does Jesus only make us a little better?
No! He makes us new.
4. What does Jesus give us?
A new heart and new life.
5. Who can make us new?
Jesus!
Closing Prayer
Dear Jesus,
Thank You for coming to save us. Thank You for forgiving our sins and making us new. Help us love You, trust You, and follow You every day. Thank You for giving us new life.
In Jesus' name,
Amen.
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