The Authority Over Death and Desperation
Matthew 9:18–26
"Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well." Matthew 9:22 (ESV)

When Every Door Closes
There comes a moment in many people's lives when they discover that human ability has reached its limit. The doctors have done everything they can. Friends have no more advice to offer. Money cannot buy another solution. Strength runs out. Hope begins to fade.
These moments are often described as desperation.
Desperation is uncomfortable because it reminds us how little control we actually possess. We spend much of life believing that if we work harder, plan better, or prepare more carefully, we can solve nearly any problem. Yet sooner or later we encounter circumstances that expose our weakness.
Perhaps it is a frightening diagnosis.
Perhaps it is the death of someone we love.
Perhaps it is a broken marriage, financial collapse, or overwhelming anxiety.
In those moments, we are forced to ask a question that lies beneath every crisis:
Where will I turn now?
Matthew 9:18–26 introduces us to two people who had reached exactly that point. One was a respected synagogue ruler whose little daughter had just died. The other was an unnamed woman who had suffered from a debilitating disease for twelve long years. They came from opposite ends of society. One was wealthy and influential. The other was ceremonially unclean and largely forgotten. One approached Jesus publicly. The other quietly slipped through the crowd.
Yet both shared something far greater than their differences.
They had nowhere else to turn.
More importantly, they both believed Jesus possessed authority no one else had.
Matthew has been demonstrating Jesus' authority throughout chapters 8 and 9. He has authority over disease, demons, nature, sin, and now Matthew presents perhaps the greatest demonstration yet: Jesus possesses authority over both sickness and death itself.
This passage is not merely about two remarkable miracles. It is about the One who performed them. Matthew wants us to see that Jesus is not simply a compassionate teacher or miracle worker. He is the promised Messiah whose authority extends over every enemy humanity fears most.

A Father Who Refused to Give Up
Matthew 9:18–19
Matthew tells us:
"While he was saying these things to them, behold, a ruler came in and knelt before him, saying, 'My daughter has just died, but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.' And Jesus rose and followed him, with his disciples." (Matthew 9:18–19)
The ruler is identified in the other Gospel accounts as Jairus, a leader of the synagogue. His position carried respect, responsibility, and influence within the Jewish community. People undoubtedly looked to him for wisdom and leadership.
Yet none of that mattered when death entered his home.
His title could not save his daughter.
His influence could not reverse death.
His wealth could not purchase another day.
One of the remarkable truths about suffering is that it ignores social status. Disease does not care about popularity. Death shows no favoritism. The ground is level before the realities of human mortality.
Jairus did the only thing left to do.
He came to Jesus.
Matthew tells us he knelt before Him. This was not simply a polite greeting. It was an expression of humility and reverence. A respected synagogue official publicly humbled himself before the One many religious leaders were already beginning to oppose.
Desperation often strips away pride.
Many people resist Christ because they believe they are self-sufficient. As long as life seems manageable, they feel little need for a Savior. Yet suffering has a way of exposing the illusion of independence.
Jairus believed something extraordinary.
He believed Jesus possessed authority even over death.
That confidence reveals genuine faith. He did not merely hope Jesus might comfort him. He believed Jesus could restore life itself.
His faith was not perfect, but it was directed toward the right Person.
That is the essence of biblical faith.

Faith That Reaches Out
Matthew 9:20–22
As Jesus traveled toward Jairus' house, another desperate person entered the story.
Matthew writes:
"And behold, a woman who had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his garment." (Matthew 9:20)
For twelve years this woman had endured physical suffering.
Under the Old Testament law, her condition also rendered her ceremonially unclean. Every day was marked by isolation. Every relationship became complicated. Every attempt at normal life was interrupted.
According to Mark's Gospel, she had spent everything she possessed on physicians, yet instead of improving, she became worse.
Imagine twelve years of disappointment.
Twelve years of unanswered questions.
Twelve years of hoping the next treatment would finally work.
By every human measurement, her situation was hopeless.
Yet she had heard about Jesus.
She believed that even touching His garment would be enough.
Some have misunderstood this as superstition. But Matthew's emphasis is not on magical clothing. Her confidence rested in the authority of Christ Himself.
Jesus immediately turned.
Rather than rebuking her, He spoke words filled with tenderness:
"Take heart, daughter; your faith has made you well."
Only here does Jesus address someone as "daughter."
What a beautiful reminder that Christ does not merely heal bodies. He restores people.
This woman had likely lived for years feeling forgotten and excluded.
Jesus publicly affirmed her dignity.
He acknowledged her faith.
He welcomed her.
He healed her completely.
Faith itself did not possess healing power.
Jesus did.
Faith simply reached the One who did.
That remains true today.
Our confidence is never placed in the strength of our faith but in the strength of the Savior.

The King Who Walked Into Death
Matthew 9:23–25
When Jesus finally arrived at Jairus' home, professional mourners had already gathered.
The funeral had begun.
Matthew says:
"When Jesus came to the ruler's house and saw the flute players and the crowd making a commotion..."
Everything about the scene declared finality.
The musicians were playing funeral songs.
Friends and family were grieving.
No one expected anything except burial.
Then Jesus spoke words that must have sounded impossible:
"Go away, for the girl is not dead but sleeping."
The crowd laughed.
Their laughter was understandable from a purely human perspective.
Dead people do not suddenly stand up again.
But they misunderstood who was standing before them.
Jesus was not denying that she had died.
Rather, He was declaring that death itself would not have the final word.
To Christ, death was temporary because He possessed authority over it.
After sending the crowd outside, Jesus took the girl by the hand.
Matthew simply says:
"The girl arose."
No dramatic ceremony.
No lengthy ritual.
No struggle.
Only the effortless authority of the Son of God.
The One who spoke creation into existence now spoke life where death had entered.
This miracle points beyond itself.
Every resurrection performed by Jesus anticipated His own resurrection and the future resurrection of everyone who belongs to Him.
Death is humanity's greatest enemy.
Jesus came to defeat it.

Two Miracles, One Message
Although these miracles involve different people and different circumstances, they proclaim the same truth.
Jesus is sufficient for every desperate situation.
One woman had been suffering for twelve years.
One little girl had lived for twelve years.
One miracle occurred privately.
The other occurred publicly.
One involved chronic suffering.
The other involved sudden tragedy.
Yet both required exactly the same response.
Faith.
Not faith in faith.
Faith in Jesus.
That distinction matters.
Biblical faith is not positive thinking.
It is not optimism.
It is not pretending circumstances are better than they are.
Biblical faith looks honestly at impossible circumstances while believing Christ is greater than them all.
The woman believed Jesus could heal.
Jairus believed Jesus could raise the dead.
Both discovered they had not trusted Him in vain.

What About Our Desperation?
Most believers will never experience these exact miracles.
Even faithful Christians become sick.
Loved ones still die.
Prayers are sometimes answered differently than we expect.
Does that mean this passage has little to say to us?
Not at all.
The greatest promise of this passage is not that every illness will disappear today.
The greatest promise is that Jesus possesses authority over everything we fear most.
Because of His death and resurrection, death is no longer the end for those who trust Him.
Because of His presence, we never suffer alone.
Because of His promises, no tear is wasted.
Because of His victory, resurrection is certain.
Sometimes Jesus delivers immediately.
Sometimes He strengthens us through prolonged suffering.
Sometimes He heals in this life.
But for all believers He heals completely in the resurrection.
In every circumstance, His authority remains unchanged.

Faith Before Sight
The woman reached for Jesus before she experienced healing.
Jairus walked with Jesus before he saw his daughter alive again.
Faith always comes before sight.
That principle remains true for every believer.
We trust God's promises before we see their fulfillment.
We believe His Word before circumstances change.
We follow Christ before every question is answered.
One day faith will become sight.
One day every disease will disappear forever.
One day death itself will be destroyed.
One day every believer will stand before the risen Christ with a glorified body, never to suffer again.
Until that day, we continue walking by faith.

The Authority That Gives Life
Matthew 9:18–26 invites every reader to ask the same question that confronted Jairus and the woman.
Where will you turn when life reaches its limits?
Will you trust your own strength?
Will you trust circumstances?
Will you trust human wisdom?
Or will you come to Jesus?
The authority that healed the woman has not changed.
The authority that raised Jairus' daughter has not diminished.
The Savior who welcomed desperate people still welcomes them today.
He is able to forgive sinners.
He is able to sustain the weary.
He is able to comfort the grieving.
He is able to strengthen the suffering.
And because He conquered death through His own resurrection, He is able to give eternal life to everyone who believes in Him.
Every one of us will eventually reach the place where human answers run out.
The good news of the gospel is that Jesus never reaches the end of His authority.
When every earthly hope fails, Christ remains.
When every human solution disappears, Christ remains.
When death itself comes, Christ remains.
The One who took a little girl by the hand and said, in effect, "Rise," will one day speak again. Those who belong to Him will hear His voice, rise from the grave, and live forever in His presence.
That is the hope of Matthew 9.
That is the hope of the gospel.
And that is the hope that still belongs to everyone who comes to Jesus in faith.

