Matthew 9:9–13 — The Authority That Calls the Unworthy
Kids Lesson (Ages 3–8)

Opening Prayer
Dear Jesus,
Thank You for loving us even when we make mistakes. Thank You for calling people to follow You. Help us learn today how much You care for everyone and how You invite us to be part of Your family.
Amen.

Simple Song
"Jesus Called Me"
(Tune: "Jesus Loves Me")
Jesus called a man one day,
"Come and follow Me," He'd say.
Matthew left his old life too,
And he followed, strong and true.
Yes, Jesus calls me,
Yes, Jesus calls me,
Yes, Jesus calls me,
The Bible tells me so.

Bible Story
The Tax Collector Who Followed Jesus
One day Jesus was walking through town.
As He walked, He saw a man named Matthew sitting at a tax booth.
Matthew collected taxes from people.
Most people did not like tax collectors. Many tax collectors were dishonest and took more money than they should.
When people saw Matthew, they probably thought,
"He's not someone God would choose."
But Jesus saw Matthew differently.
Jesus looked right at him and said,
"Follow Me."
Just two words.
Follow Me.
Something amazing happened.
Matthew immediately stood up.
He left his tax booth.
He left his old life behind.
And he followed Jesus.
Later, Matthew invited Jesus to his house for dinner.
Many tax collectors and sinners came too.
Jesus sat and ate with them.
Some religious leaders saw this and became upset.
They asked,
"Why does Jesus eat with sinners?"
Jesus answered them.
He said that healthy people do not need a doctor.
Sick people do.
Then Jesus explained why He came.
He did not come for people who think they are already good enough.
He came for people who know they need help.
He came to save sinners.
That's wonderful news for us.
All of us have sinned.
All of us need Jesus.
The good news is that Jesus doesn't wait for us to become perfect before He loves us.
He calls us while we are still sinners.
He forgives us.
He changes us.
And He invites us to follow Him.
Matthew's life was completely changed because he answered Jesus' call.
Our lives can be changed too when we trust and follow Jesus.



What We Learn
1. Jesus Knows Us
Jesus knew exactly who Matthew was.
2. Jesus Calls Ordinary People
Matthew wasn't a king, soldier, or famous teacher.
He was an ordinary man.
3. Jesus Loves Sinners
Jesus came to save people who need forgiveness.
4. Following Jesus Changes Lives
Matthew left his old life and followed Jesus.

Object Lesson
The Dirty Shirt
Supplies
· A clean shirt
· A shirt with dirt or stains on it
Activity
Hold up the clean shirt.
Ask:
"Which shirt would you wear to church?"
Children will probably choose the clean one.
Then explain:
"Sometimes people think Jesus only wants people who already look good or act perfect."
Hold up the dirty shirt.
"But Jesus came for people who are sinners. He cleans our hearts and changes our lives."
Just like dirty clothes can be washed, Jesus forgives our sins and makes us clean.

Craft Activity
"Follow Jesus Footprints"
Supplies
· Construction paper
· Scissors
· Crayons or markers
Instructions
1. Trace each child's feet on paper.
2. Cut out the footprints.
3. Write "Follow Me" on one footprint.
4. Write "Jesus" on the other footprint.
5. Let children decorate them.
6. Tape the footprints together like a path.
Explain:
"Just like Matthew followed Jesus, we can follow Jesus every day."

Closing Prayer
Dear Jesus,
Thank You for loving sinners like us. Thank You for calling Matthew and changing his life. Help us follow You every day and show Your love to others. Thank You for forgiving our sins and making us part of Your family.
Amen.
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