PROVERBS 13:1 (ESV)
“A wise son hears his father’s instruction,
but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.”
Hebrew:
Proverbs 13:1 בֵּ֣ן חָ֭כָם מ֣וּסַר אָ֑ב וְ֝לֵ֗ץ לֹא־שָׁמַ֥ע גְּעָרָֽה׃

I. INTRODUCTION — WHY THIS VERSE MATTERS 
At first glance, Proverbs 13:1 appears to be a simple parenting proverb. But in reality, it’s:
· A summary of the entire wisdom tradition (for the simple)
· A diagnostic verse about the heart posture toward truth (who is simple)
· A dividing line between life and destruction (results of our path choice)
· A window into how God views teachability vs. rebellion (simple vs. hard)
This verse is not primarily about children, although they certainly apply here as well. It’s about how every human being responds to correction — especially God’s correction.
In wisdom literature, the core question is never about intelligence.
It’s about being open to accepting that correction.
This proverb answers:
· What defines a wise person?
· What defines a fool?
· Why do some grow and others don’t (they harden their hearts)
· Why instruction saves some and lack of destroys others
At its core, this verse teaches:
Wisdom is not measured by what you know — but by whether you are willing to be corrected by it or not.
II. HISTORICAL & LITERARY CONTEXT
Place in the Book of Proverbs
Proverbs 10–22 is the main body of Solomon’s proverbs — short, two-line sayings designed to be:
· Memorized (short, simple, and memorable sayings)
· Recited (to self and others, iron sharpens iron)
· Taught in families (the discipleship mandate)
· Used in discipleship outside the family (society at large, workplace, etc.)
These are educational proverbs — teaching proverbs for shaping moral and spiritual character.
Proverbs chapter 13 as a whole focuses heavily on:
· Speech
· Discipline
· Teachability
· Consequences
This verse opens the chapter and sets the theme.
Family Setting — but Broader than Family
“A wise son… his father’s instruction”
In ancient Israel:
· The family was the primary classroom
· Fathers were responsible for Torah instruction (Deuteronomy 6:6–9)
· Discipline was covenantal — not merely behavioral
But “father” here is more than biological.
In wisdom literature:
· “Father” often represents:
· Authority structures
· Teachers
· God Himself
· The wisdom tradition
So, this proverb applies to:
· Children with parents
· Students with teachers
· Disciples with mentors
· Believers who submit to God
Ultimately:
The wise person listens to God’s instruction.
The scoffer refuses God’s correction.
III. HEBREW WORD ANALYSIS
This verse is extremely concrete in Hebrew — every word carries practical weight.
1. “Wise” — חָכָם (ḥākām)
Meaning:
· Skilled
· Disciplined
· Practiced in living
· Morally perceptive
In Proverbs, “wise” does not mean intelligent.
It means:
· One who lives in alignment with God’s order
· One who fears the Lord
· One who is teachable
Wisdom in Hebrew is relational and moral, not academic. In our modern culture, wisdom is more tied to knowledge, however abstract and unpracticed it may be.
2. “Son” — בֵּן (ben)
Meaning more than a child (but also including a child).
“Son” in Hebrew often means:
· Disciple
· Learner
· One under formation (simple, willing to submit)
So:
“A wise simple/learner/disciple listens…”
This is a discipleship verse, not just a parenting verse.
3. “Hears” — שׁוֹמֵעַ (šōmēaʿ)
This is critical.
Hebrew “hear” (שׁמע – shamaʿ) doesn’t mean merely to perceive sound.
It means:
· To hear, and
· Listen attentively (intentionally for a purpose)
· Respond (not just receive input, but use it in some way)
· Obey (put feet to the pavement, so to speak)
Same word as in:
· Deuteronomy 6:4 — “Hear, O Israel”
· Often translated “obey”
So, the wise son doesn’t merely hear instruction — he receives it, submits to it, and acts on it.
This is responsive listening leading to action.
4. “Instruction” — מוּסָר (mūsār)
One of the most important wisdom words.
Semantic meaning range:
· Discipline (structured obedience)
· Correction (reoriented obedience)
· Training (practiced obedience)
· Moral instruction (mental reorientation)
· Chastening (needed rebuke)
This is not casual advice.
This is:
· Character-forming correction (as if we need it! , oh wait, I guess we do…)
· Sometimes painful (likely most of the time)
· Always purposeful
It is used throughout Proverbs to describe:
· God’s discipline (patient, firm, and needed)
· Parental correction (like 24/7/365!)
· Moral training (away from cultural expectations)
This word assumes:
· Authority (absolute truth and application)
· Love (done for the right reasons)
· Long-term formation (slow and steady wins the race)
So, the wise son receives disciplined training from his father.
5. “Scoffer” — לֵץ (lēṣ)
This is the worst category of fool in Proverbs.
Not ignorant.
Not naive.
And not simple.
The scoffer is:
· Arrogant
· Cynical
· Mocking
· Resistant to truth
· Disapproving of any authority outside of himself
In Proverbs:
· Scoffers hate wisdom (Prov 1:22)
· Reject rebuke (9:7–8)
· Cause division (22:10)
· Cannot be taught (15:12)
The scoffer isn’t just mistaken.
He’s hardened, bitter, and vengeful.
6. “Does not listen” — לֹא שָׁמַע (lōʾ šāmaʿ)
Same verb as “hears” earlier, but with a negation.
So, the contrast is deliberate:
Wise son — shamaʿ
Scoffer — does not shamaʿ
Meaning:
· Refuses to listen (intently and purposefully)
· Will not obey
· Rejects correction
This is willful resistance.
7. “Rebuke” — גְּעָרָה (geʿārāh)
Stronger than “instruction.”
Meaning:
· Sharp correction
· Reproof
· Confrontation
· Verbal discipline
Often used of:
· God rebuking storms
· God rebuking nations
· Strong moral confrontation
This is a loving but firm correction.
So, the scoffer won’t accept even strong corrective truth.
IV. COMMENTARY & MEANING
The Structure
The proverb is a classic antithetical parallel:
Wise son → hears instruction (accepts rebuke)
Scoffer → does not hear instruction (rejects rebuke)
This shows:
· Wisdom is revealed by how you respond to correction
· Foolishness is revealed by a resistance to accountability
Not by knowledge alone.
Not by personal ability or talent.
Not by age or status.
But by teachability (simple or not).
Core Teaching
This verse teaches four major truths:
1. Wisdom Begins with Receptivity
The wise person is not:
· Always right
· Always knowledgeable
· Always mature
The wise person is:
· Willing to be corrected
· Open to instruction
· Responsive to discipline
In Scripture:
· Proverbs 9:9 — “Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be still wiser”
· Proverbs 12:1 — “Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge”
Wisdom grows through correction.
2. Instruction Is an Act of Love
“Mūsār” assumes:
· Relationship
· Authority
· Care
· Investment
Biblically:
· God disciplines those He loves (Prov 3:11–12; Heb 12:5–11)
· Fathers discipline sons as a covenant responsibility
So, rejecting instruction isn’t rejecting information — it’s rejecting the relationship.
3. Scoffing Is a Moral Posture, Not an Intellectual One
The scoffer is not ignorant.
He is:
· Proud
· Defensive
· Resistant
· Unteachable
Scoffing is:
· A settled attitude
· A hardened heart
· A refusal to be accountable
Which is why Proverbs repeatedly says:
· Do not correct a scoffer — he will hate you
· Rebuke a wise man — he will love you
This is a heart problem, not a knowledge problem.
4. Response to Correction Determines Destiny
Throughout Proverbs:
· Teachability leads to life
· Resistance leads to destruction
Examples:
· Prov 10:17 — “Whoever heeds instruction is on the path to life”
· Prov 15:10 — “Severe discipline is for him who forsakes the way”
· Prov 29:1 — “He who is often reproved yet stiffens his neck will suddenly be broken beyond healing”
This verse quietly teaches:
Eternal trajectories are shaped by daily responses to correction.
V. THEOLOGICAL OBSERVATIONS
This Is Ultimately About Our Posture Toward God
Though framed as father and son, the ultimate “Father” here is God.
So:
· The wise hear God’s Word
· The scoffer resists God’s rebuke
This echoes:
· Isaiah 66:2 — God looks to the humble and contrite
· John 10:27 — “My sheep hear my voice”
· Hebrews 3:7–8 — “Do not harden your hearts when you hear His voice”
Teachability is a spiritual mark of true faith.
This Explains Why Some Grow Spiritually and Others Do Not
Same sermons.
Same Bible.
Same church.
Different outcomes — why?
Because:
· Some hear instruction and accept and obey it
· Some hear instruction and reject and disobey it
Growth is not determined by exposure — but by response.
This Verse Separates Three Categories in Proverbs
Though only two are named here, Proverbs often describes:
1. The wise — receive instruction and correction
2. The simple — need instruction and correction
3. The scoffer — reject instruction and correction
The truth is:
The simple can become wise.
The wise can grow even wiser.
But the scoffer becomes almost unreachable.
Scoffing is the final stage of folly.
VI. APPLICATION — PERSONAL, FAMILY, CHURCH
This verse applies directly to:
· Our relationship with God
· Our response to Scripture
· Our posture in the church
· Our parenting (family-level discipleship)
· Our discipleship (society-level discipleship)
Personal Application — Your Heart Toward Correction
Ask yourself:
· How do I respond when Scripture confronts me?
· When someone lovingly challenges me, do I listen or defend myself?
· Do I explain myself, justify myself, or repent?
Signs of wisdom:
· Quick to listen
· Slow to defend
· Willing to change
· Grateful for correction
Signs of scoffing (sometimes subtle forms):
· Constant defensiveness
· Explaining away Scripture
· Resenting accountability
· Avoiding convicting teaching
Application in the Christian Life
1. Scripture itself is God’s “mūsār”
2 Timothy 3:16 All Scripture is inspired for:
· Teaching
· Reproof
· Correction
· Training in righteousness
If we only enjoy:
· Comforting passages
· Encouraging verses
· Affirming sermons
But resist:
· Rebuke
· Conviction
· Correction
We are drifting toward scoffing.
Parenting & Discipleship Application
For parents:
· Discipline is not punishment — it is correction and formation
· Instruction is a covenant responsibility
· Correction is love, not hate (if done correctly)
For children and learners:
· Teachability is spiritual maturity
· Resistance is spiritual danger
This verse teaches: The goal of discipline is not obedience — but wisdom.
Church Application
In healthy churches:
· Correction is practiced gently
· Accountability is welcomed
· Leaders are teachable
· Members are humble
In unhealthy churches:
· Correction is avoided
· Truth is softened
· Pride goes unchecked
· Scoffing slowly spreads
The most dangerous person in a church is not the sinner — but the unteachable believer.
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