Proverbs 13:10 (ESV)
“By insolence comes nothing but strife,
but with those who take advice is wisdom.”
🧭 Introduction
Conflict is one of the most common struggles in human relationships.
· Family disagreements
· Church tensions
· Workplace friction
· Personal pride battles
This proverb reveals a surprising root cause of many conflicts:
👉 Pride produces strife.
👉 Humility produces wisdom.
Solomon teaches that arguments rarely begin with circumstances alone — they often begin with attitudes of the heart.
🏛 Historical and Contextual Background
Honor and Humility in Ancient Israel
Ancient Near Eastern culture placed great value on:
· Honor and reputation
· Social standing
· Public respect
Because honor was highly valued, pride often produced rivalry and conflict.
Biblical wisdom challenged this cultural norm by teaching:
· True honor grows from humility
· Wisdom requires teachability
· Pride blinds judgment
Proverbs and the Theme of Pride
Proverbs frequently warns that pride leads to:
· Destruction
· Conflict
· Foolish decision-making
· Broken relationships
Humility, however, opens the door to learning and growth.
📚 Hebrew Word Study
🔹 “Insolence” – זָדוֹן (zadon)
Meaning
· Arrogance
· Presumptuous pride
· Willful self-exaltation
· Rejection of correction
Insight
This word describes a person who:
· Assumes personal superiority
· Refuses accountability
· Resists instruction
· Trusts personal judgment above wisdom
🔹 “Strife” – מַצָּה (matsah)
Meaning
· Conflict
· Quarreling
· Contention
· Relational tension
This word describes disputes fueled by ego, stubbornness, or competition.
🔹 “Take Advice” – נוֹעָצִים (no’atsim)
Meaning
· Those who consult others
· Those willing to receive counsel
· Individuals open to correction and guidance
This implies active humility and teachability.
🔹 “Wisdom” – חָכְמָה (chokmah)
Meaning
· Skill for righteous living
· Practical godly understanding
· Ability to apply truth wisely



🔎 Line-by-Line Commentary
✦ “By insolence comes nothing but strife…”
Solomon identifies pride as a primary source of conflict.
Pride often produces:
· Refusal to listen
· Defensive reactions
· Need to be right
· Desire for control
· Rejection of correction
Pride narrows perspective and escalates disagreements.
The phrase “nothing but strife” emphasizes that pride consistently leads toward conflict rather than peace.
✦ “…but with those who take advice is wisdom.”
Solomon contrasts pride with humility.
Those who accept counsel demonstrate:
· Emotional maturity
· Intellectual honesty
· Spiritual teachability
· Desire for truth over personal ego
Seeking advice does not show weakness.
It demonstrates strength and wisdom.
Wisdom grows through:
· Listening
· Learning
· Accountability
· Correction
✝️ Biblical Theology Connection
Pride as Root of Sin
Scripture consistently presents pride as a foundational cause of rebellion against God.
Proverbs 16:18
“Pride goes before destruction…”
Humility Opens the Door to Grace
James 4:6
“God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”
Humility invites divine guidance and spiritual growth.
Community Is God’s Design for Wisdom
Scripture repeatedly teaches that wisdom grows through:
· Counsel
· Fellowship
· Shared discernment
· Spiritual accountability
✝️ How Christ Fulfills This Proverb
Jesus Modeled Perfect Humility
Christ consistently:
· Submitted to the Father’s will
· Listened and responded with gentleness
· Served others sacrificially
· Rejected self-exaltation
Philippians 2 presents Christ as the ultimate model of humility.
Jesus Brings Peace Where Pride Produces Strife
Christ reconciles broken relationships by:
· Removing sin
· Teaching forgiveness
· Modeling servant leadership
Christ Provides Ultimate Wisdom
True wisdom begins with submission to Christ’s authority and teaching.
❤️ Personal Reflection & Practical Application
1️⃣ Examine Your Response to Correction
Ask yourself:
· Do I become defensive when corrected?
· Do I value being right more than learning truth?
✍ Notes:


2️⃣ Identify Areas Where Pride Produces Conflict
Examples may include:
· Marriage or family disagreements
· Church leadership or ministry decisions
· Workplace or friendship tensions
· Personal spiritual growth resistance
✍ Notes:


3️⃣ Develop a Teachable Spirit
Practical steps include:
· Seeking wise mentors
· Inviting accountability
· Listening before responding
· Accepting correction with gratitude
✍ Action Steps:


4️⃣ Pursue Peace Through Humility
Ask:
· How can I reduce conflict by adjusting my attitude?
· Where can I choose understanding over argument?
✍ Notes:



🧠 Group Discussion Questions
1. Why does pride naturally lead to conflict?
2. Why is receiving advice often difficult for people?
3. How can humility strengthen relationships?
4. How does Christ model wisdom through humility?
🔥 Life Principle
👉 Pride creates conflict, but humility cultivates wisdom and peace.
🪞 Memorization Challenge
Proverbs 13:10
“By insolence comes nothing but strife, but with those who take advice is wisdom.”
🙏 Closing Reflection Prayer
Lord,
Protect our hearts from pride that produces conflict. Teach us to listen, learn, and grow through wise counsel. Shape us to reflect Christ’s humility so that our lives produce peace, wisdom, and unity. Amen.
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