Proverbs 13:11 (ESV)
“Wealth gained hastily will dwindle,
but whoever gathers little by little will increase it.”
🧭 Introduction
People are naturally drawn to quick success.
Modern culture often promotes:
· Instant wealth
· Fast achievement
· Shortcut solutions
· Overnight success stories
However, Scripture consistently teaches that lasting growth usually occurs through patience, discipline, and steady faithfulness.
This proverb contrasts two approaches to gaining wealth:
👉 Wealth gained quickly often disappears.
👉 Wealth built steadily tends to endure and grow.
Solomon reminds readers that the method of obtaining resources often determines their stability.
🏛 Historical and Contextual Background
Economic Life in Ancient Israel
Most wealth in Solomon’s time developed through:
· Agriculture
· Livestock management
· Skilled craftsmanship
· Trade and long-term stewardship
These required:
· Patience
· Planning
· Consistent labor
· Generational faithfulness
Quick wealth was often associated with:
· Exploitation
· Gambling-like ventures
· Dishonest trade
· Risky speculation
Wisdom Literature on Stewardship
Proverbs repeatedly teaches that God blesses:
· Faithfulness in small responsibilities
· Consistent diligence
· Honest labor
· Long-term stewardship
📚 Hebrew Word Study
🔹 “Wealth” – הוֹן (hon)
Meaning
· Riches
· Material resources
· Financial possessions
· Property or assets
This word can describe both prosperity and financial stability.
🔹 “Gained Hastily” – מֵהֶבֶל (mehevel)
Literal Meaning
· From vapor or emptiness
· From something fleeting or insubstantial
· From unreliable or dishonest gain
Insight
This word is related to the concept of something temporary or lacking substance.
It often implies wealth gained through:
· Deception
· Risky shortcuts
· Unsustainable methods
🔹 “Will Dwindle” – יִמְעָט (yim’at)
Meaning
· To decrease
· To fade away
· To shrink or diminish
This suggests gradual loss rather than immediate collapse.

🔹 “Gathers Little by Little” – קֹבֵץ עַל־יָד (qovets al-yad)
Literal Meaning
· “Gathering by hand”
· Collecting gradually
· Building step-by-step through effort
Insight
This phrase emphasizes:
· Patience
· Discipline
· Careful accumulation
· Faithful stewardship
🔹 “Will Increase” – יַרְבֶּה (yarbeh)
Meaning
· To grow
· To multiply
· To expand steadily
🔎 Line-by-Line Commentary
✦ “Wealth gained hastily will dwindle…”
Solomon warns against pursuing quick financial success.
Hasty wealth often results from:
· Dishonest gain
· High-risk ventures
· Impulsive decision-making
· Greed-driven shortcuts
Such wealth often disappears because:
· It lacks wise management
· It lacks moral foundation
· It invites harmful habits
· It encourages careless spending
The proverb teaches that unstable methods often produce unstable results.
✦ “…but whoever gathers little by little will increase it.”
Solomon praises patient and disciplined stewardship.
Steady accumulation reflects:
· Self-control
· Long-term vision
· Responsible management
· Consistent effort
This principle applies not only to finances but also to:
· Spiritual growth
· Character development
· Ministry effectiveness
· Relationship strength
Lasting growth is usually gradual and intentional.


✝️ Biblical Theology Connection
God Values Faithfulness in Small Things
Luke 16:10
“One who is faithful in very little is also faithful in much…”
Spiritual and practical growth both begin with consistency in small responsibilities.
Scripture Warns Against Greed and Shortcuts
Greed often leads to:
· Dishonesty
· Poor judgment
· Loss of contentment
· Spiritual compromise
God Often Works Through Gradual Growth
Throughout Scripture, God develops:
· Faith through testing
· Character through perseverance
· Blessing through faithful stewardship
✝️ How Christ Fulfills This Proverb
Jesus Teaches Faithful Stewardship
Christ frequently used parables emphasizing:
· Responsibility with entrusted resources
· Long-term faithfulness
· Accountability for stewardship
Christ Builds Spiritual Growth Gradually
Spiritual maturity in believers normally develops through:
· Daily obedience
· Progressive sanctification
· Consistent discipleship
Christ Provides Eternal Wealth
While earthly wealth fluctuates, Christ provides:
· Eternal inheritance
· Spiritual riches
· Unfading treasure in heaven
❤️ Personal Reflection & Practical Application
1️⃣ Evaluate Your Approach to Growth
Ask yourself:
· Do I seek quick results instead of faithful progress?
· Am I patient with long-term development?
✍ Notes:


2️⃣ Identify Areas Where You May Seek Shortcuts
Examples may include:
· Financial decisions
· Spiritual discipline
· Leadership or ministry growth
· Relationship development
✍ Notes:


3️⃣ Commit to Steady Faithfulness
Practical disciplines include:
· Consistent budgeting and stewardship
· Daily spiritual habits
· Long-term goal planning
· Practicing patience and perseverance
✍ Action Steps:


4️⃣ Focus on Eternal Growth
Ask:
· Am I investing in things that last eternally?
· Am I measuring success by faithfulness rather than speed?
✍ Notes:



🧠 Group Discussion Questions
1. Why are people naturally attracted to quick success?
2. How does gradual growth strengthen character?
3. How can believers resist cultural pressure for instant results?
4. What areas of spiritual growth require patience?
🔥 Life Principle
👉 Lasting growth is built through steady faithfulness, not quick shortcuts.
🪞 Memorization Challenge
Proverbs 13:11
“Wealth gained hastily will dwindle, but whoever gathers little by little will increase it.”
🙏 Closing Reflection Prayer
Lord,
Teach us to value faithfulness over quick success. Guard our hearts from greed and impatience. Help us steward resources, time, and spiritual growth wisely as we trust You to produce lasting fruit in our lives. Amen.
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