Sheep Among Wolves
Matthew 10:16–23
There is something startling about the way Jesus describes the mission He gives His disciples:
“Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves.”
— Matthew 10:16
Jesus does not hide the difficulty of following Him. He does not promise His disciples that everyone will appreciate their message, admire their faithfulness, or welcome their presence. Instead, He prepares them for opposition.
They are sheep—and they are being sent among wolves.
But Jesus does not send them unprepared. In Matthew 10:16–23, He teaches His disciples how to live faithfully when following Him becomes difficult.
Sent Into a Hostile World
Jesus says, “I am sending you.”
That matters.
The disciples were not wandering accidentally into danger. They were being sent there by Christ. The opposition they would encounter did not mean their mission had failed or that they had somehow wandered outside God's will.
Sometimes faithfulness to Christ actually brings us into conflict with the values, priorities, and expectations of the world around us.
Jesus wanted His disciples to understand that before it happened.
Christians should therefore not assume that opposition always means something has gone wrong. Sometimes opposition comes precisely because we are faithfully following Christ.
Wise as Serpents and Innocent as Doves
Jesus continues:
“So be wise as serpents and innocent as doves.”
— Matthew 10:16
These two qualities belong together.
Christians are not called to be naïve. We should recognize danger, understand the world in which we live, think carefully about our words, and exercise wisdom in difficult situations.
But wisdom must never become an excuse for compromise.
We are also called to remain innocent.
We cannot fight the world's hostility by adopting the world's methods. We do not answer hatred with hatred, deception with deception, manipulation with manipulation, or cruelty with cruelty.
The disciple of Jesus must be both wise and innocent.
We should understand the wolves without becoming wolves ourselves.
Expect Opposition
Jesus warns His disciples that they will be delivered over to councils, flogged, dragged before governors and kings, and opposed because of His name.
That is not an especially attractive recruiting message.
But Jesus is telling them the truth.
Following Christ can be costly.
For believers in some parts of the world, that cost still includes imprisonment, violence, loss of property, or even death. For others, opposition may come through rejection, ridicule, damaged relationships, lost opportunities, or pressure to remain silent about biblical truth.
The circumstances differ, but the principle remains:
We should not be surprised when allegiance to Christ creates opposition.
Jesus warned His disciples beforehand so that opposition would not destroy their faith when it came.
Opposition Can Become an Opportunity
Jesus says they would be brought before governors and kings:
“to bear witness before them and the Gentiles.”
— Matthew 10:18
What looked like an obstacle would become an opportunity.
The authorities intended to put the disciples on trial. God would use those trials to put the gospel before people who otherwise might never have heard it.
That changes how we look at difficult circumstances.
Instead of asking only, “How can I escape this?” we can also ask, “How can I faithfully represent Christ in this?”
A hostile workplace can become a place of witness.
A difficult conversation can become an opportunity to speak truth graciously.
A moment of rejection can reveal the difference Christ has made in the way we respond.
God is able to use even opposition as an opportunity for His people to bear witness to Christ.
Trust God for What You Need
Jesus tells the disciples not to be anxious about what they will say when they are brought before authorities.
This does not mean Christians should never prepare or think carefully before speaking. Jesus is addressing disciples facing persecution and interrogation because of their allegiance to Him.
In that moment, they were not alone.
The Spirit of their Father would be at work through them.
Their confidence did not have to rest in their eloquence, intelligence, or ability to control the situation. They could trust God.
We need that same dependence today.
There will be moments when we do not know exactly what to say. There will be conversations we cannot completely prepare for. There will be situations beyond our ability to control.
Our confidence is not ultimately in ourselves.
God is faithful even when we feel inadequate.
Following Jesus Can Divide Relationships
Jesus then gives one of the most painful warnings in the passage.
Brother would deliver brother over to death. Fathers would oppose children. Children would rise against parents.
The gospel can divide even the closest human relationships.
Not because Christians are commanded to be divisive. Quite the opposite—we are called to love, serve, forgive, pursue peace, and treat others graciously.
But allegiance to Jesus sometimes creates a dividing line.
There may come a moment when pleasing Christ and pleasing another person cannot both be done.
When that happens, the disciple must choose Christ.
We should never use faithfulness as an excuse for being harsh or unnecessarily offensive. But neither can we redefine faithfulness simply to preserve everyone's approval.
Christ must remain first.
Endure to the End
Jesus says:
“But the one who endures to the end will be saved.”
— Matthew 10:22
Jesus is describing persevering faithfulness.
The question is not whether following Christ will always be comfortable. It will not.
The question is whether we will continue following Him when it becomes uncomfortable.
Will we remain faithful when people disagree?
Will we continue speaking truth when truth becomes unpopular?
Will we continue loving people who reject us?
Will we continue obeying Christ when obedience costs us something?
Christian endurance is not stubbornness for stubbornness' sake. It is continued allegiance to Jesus.
Keep Moving Forward
Jesus finally tells His disciples that when they are persecuted in one town, they should flee to the next.
There is an important balance here.
Faithfulness does not mean deliberately seeking suffering.
The disciples were not commanded to remain in one place until their enemies destroyed them. If persecution drove them from one town, they were to continue the mission somewhere else.
They were not to quit.
They were to keep going.
Sometimes faithfulness means standing your ground.
Sometimes wisdom means moving on.
But neither means abandoning Christ's mission.
Sheep Among Wolves
Jesus' picture remains remarkably powerful.
We are sheep among wolves.
That means we should not be surprised when the world is hostile to Christ or His truth.
But being surrounded by wolves does not give sheep permission to grow fangs.
We are still called to resemble our Shepherd.
We must be courageous without becoming combative.
Wise without becoming deceptive.
Innocent without becoming naïve.
Truthful without becoming cruel.
Faithful without becoming fearful.
And when following Jesus becomes difficult, we remember the most important words in the passage:
“I am sending you.”
We do not go into the world on our own authority, carrying our own message, depending upon our own strength.
Christ sends us.
The Spirit helps us.
The gospel remains true.
And our calling remains the same.
Do not become like the wolves.
Do not run away from the mission.
Stay close to the Shepherd.
And faithfully follow Christ wherever He sends you.
Main Idea:
Christ sends His people into a hostile world—not to become like the wolves, nor to hide from them, but to faithfully represent Him in the midst of them.

