The Evidence That Draws the Skeptic
Looking Honestly at the Questions People Ask About Christianity
Not everyone rejects Christianity because they are indifferent toward God.
Many skeptics are thoughtful. They ask difficult questions. They wrestle with science, history, suffering, Scripture, and the claims of Jesus. Some have encountered poor representations of Christianity. Others have never heard convincing answers to their objections. Still others simply believe that the evidence points in a different direction.
Christians should never fear honest questions.
In fact, the Bible consistently encourages investigation. Luke carefully documented historical events (Luke 1:1–4). The Bereans were praised because they examined the Scriptures daily to verify Paul's teaching (Acts 17:11). Jesus Himself invited people to consider the evidence of His works (John 10:37–38). Biblical faith is not a leap into the dark but a reasonable trust in the God who has revealed Himself through creation, history, His Word, and ultimately through His Son.
This sermon serves as the companion to last week's message, The Evidence That Demands a Decision. Previously we examined seven positive lines of evidence supporting the Christian faith. This week we look at those same seven areas through the eyes of the skeptic, asking why many intelligent people remain unconvinced and whether those objections adequately explain the evidence.
Clue #1 — Creation
The skeptic often argues that the universe requires no Creator. Given enough time, natural processes, chance, and perhaps even countless universes can explain everything that exists.
But this raises even deeper questions.
Where did the laws of nature come from? Why does mathematics describe the universe so precisely? Why does information exist within living organisms? Why is there something rather than nothing?
The Christian worldview does not merely claim that God fills gaps in scientific knowledge. Rather, it presents God as the necessary foundation for the existence, order, beauty, and intelligibility of the universe itself. Creation continually points beyond itself to its Creator.
Clue #2 — Humanity
Many believe human beings are simply highly evolved animals. Morality, love, religion, and purpose are often explained as products of evolution that aided survival.
Yet every human being naturally asks questions that extend beyond survival.
Why do we long for justice? Why do we instinctively recognize objective right and wrong? Why do beauty, love, sacrifice, and meaning matter so deeply? Why do we possess an awareness of eternity that no other creature appears to share?
The biblical explanation is remarkably consistent: humanity bears the image of God. We are uniquely designed for relationship with Him, which explains both our dignity and our deep awareness that something is broken within us.
Clue #3 — Scripture
Perhaps no criticism is more common than the claim that the Bible is merely an ancient collection of myths written by men.
Christians certainly acknowledge that human authors wrote Scripture. Yet they also recognize an extraordinary unity spanning approximately fifteen centuries, dozens of authors, multiple continents, and three primary languages—all telling one unfolding story of God's redemption through Jesus Christ.
The Bible continues to withstand historical scrutiny, archaeological discovery, manuscript comparison, and prophetic fulfillment in ways unmatched by any other ancient document.
The question is not merely whether people wrote the Bible.
The question is whether God spoke through them.
Clue #4 — Jesus Christ
Nearly everyone agrees that Jesus existed.
The real question is who He was.
Was He merely an influential teacher? A moral philosopher? A misunderstood revolutionary? Or was He exactly who He claimed to be?
The New Testament presents Jesus as far more than a wise teacher. He forgave sins, accepted worship, fulfilled Old Testament prophecy, claimed equality with the Father, died under Pontius Pilate, and rose bodily from the grave.
The resurrection remains the central dividing line between Christianity and every competing worldview. If Christ truly rose, then His claims demand a response.
Clue #5 — History
Skeptics often argue that miracles cannot occur and therefore the biblical accounts cannot be historically reliable.
Yet history must be examined according to evidence rather than assumptions.
The New Testament documents were written within the lifetime of eyewitnesses. The empty tomb, the transformation of the apostles, the rapid growth of the early church, and the willingness of countless believers to suffer persecution all require explanation.
History cannot force someone to believe.
But neither can it easily dismiss the events surrounding Jesus.
Clue #6 — The Church
Perhaps the greatest stumbling block for many people is not Christ Himself but His followers.
Churches have failed.
Christians have sinned.
Religious hypocrisy has wounded countless people.
The Bible never hides these realities. In fact, it predicts them. Jesus warned of false disciples. The apostles repeatedly cautioned churches about false teachers, division, and hypocrisy.
The failures of imperfect people do not invalidate the perfection of Christ. Instead, they remind us why humanity desperately needs the Savior the gospel proclaims.
Clue #7 — Life Transformation
Many argue that changed lives prove nothing because people experience transformation in many religions.
That observation contains some truth.
People can change habits, behaviors, and lifestyles for many reasons.
But Christianity offers something deeper than self-improvement.
The gospel proclaims new life through union with Christ. Around the world, millions testify that forgiveness replaced guilt, hope replaced despair, and lives centered on self became lives devoted to loving God and serving others.
Transformation alone does not prove Christianity.
But when combined with the cumulative evidence from creation, humanity, Scripture, Jesus, history, and the church, it becomes another powerful piece of the larger picture.
Following the Evidence Honestly
One of the greatest mistakes anyone can make is beginning with a conclusion and refusing to consider evidence that challenges it.
Every worldview interprets the same facts through different assumptions.
The real question is this:
Which worldview best explains reality as a whole?
Christianity offers a coherent explanation for the existence of the universe, the uniqueness of humanity, the reliability of Scripture, the person of Jesus Christ, the historical evidence surrounding His resurrection, the existence of the church, and the transformed lives of countless believers throughout history.
No single argument compels belief all by itself.
But together they present a cumulative case that deserves careful consideration.
The Ultimate Decision
Evidence can lead us to the door.
Only Christ can bring us through it.
The purpose of apologetics is not simply to win debates. It is to remove unnecessary obstacles so people can clearly see Jesus Christ.
The evidence ultimately points beyond ideas and arguments to a Person.
Every individual must answer the same question Jesus asked His disciples:
"But who do you say that I am?" (Matthew 16:15)
That question remains the most important question any person will ever answer.
Our prayer is that every skeptic would honestly examine the evidence, every believer would grow in confidence, and every heart would ultimately be drawn—not merely to arguments—but to the Savior who alone offers forgiveness, life, and eternal hope.

